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Session One:
The Body of Christ: 
honoring the body 

in death
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Martin Luther
“The Holy and Blessed Sacrament of Baptism” (1519)
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signing with the cross

from “Welcome to Baptism”
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 233
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Stational Liturgy
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Ars Moriendi (“The Art of Dying”)
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• tells truth about 
embodied loss 

• sacramental action is 
bodily

• resurrection and Spirit’s 
manifestations are bodily

• honors body with 
accompaniment

• body is primary means 
by which a life is known Accompany Them With Singing: 

The Christian Funeral, Thomas Long

the body at death 
and in the funeral
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• completion of baptism

• commendation to God

• ars moriendi

• exodus/journey/pilgrimmage

• accompanying a saint 

• fragility of incarnation honored
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Interfaith Connections

• Islamic Care for the Dead includes washing 
and shrouding the body for burial by a small group 
of selected family and friends. Some mosques 
provide facilities for washing bodies.

• Chevra Kadisha is a Jewish burial society which 
prepares bodies for burial and keeps vigil with the 
body. Many synagogues have such a group.
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Michelle V. Agins/The New York Times 
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Michelle V. Agins/The New York Times
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natural burial practice:
Care for the Body
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Photo of workshop by Donna Belk and Sandy Booth
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• Natural Transitions
• Crossings
• Thresholds
• Final Passages
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Caring for the 
Dead: Your Final 

Act of Love
by Lisa Carlson

Upper Access, 1998

Practical advice
 

caring for bodies at the time of death
interacting with funeral service providers 
overview of laws & regulations by state
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Undertaken with Love: 
A Home Funeral Guide for 

Congregations and 
Communities

(2009)

 

download at 
undertakenwithlove.org
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[conversation]
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